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Everbearers enable new 
opportunities in greenhouses

Delphy ISFC Summer Event 2024

6/06/2024

Peter Melis – peter.melis@proefcentrum.be

Strawberry completion in glasshouse

• Traditional completion glasshouse
 3 plantings of high chilling junebearers: Parlando/Sonsation – Opera – Elsanta
 On farm plant production: all plants on trayfield July-December
 Labour peaks: tipping, digging, planting, harvesting,…

Strawberry completion in glasshouse

• Interreg PlantGoed = Alternative completions in glasshouse

 Spreading out plant production throughout the year
o plant production: shading, in glasshouse, indoor, lighted,… 
o creating plant type tailor made for production phase
o flattening out labour peaks and achieving comfortable cultivation management

 Combining different strawberry plant types and varieties
o Everbearers: multiple options in timing of plant production + 1 planting with long harvest period
o Low chill junebearers: 1 planting with long harvest period
o High chill junebearers: predictable in fruit production

2023: alternative unlighted completion with everbearers (EB)

Everbearer: Karima
• 2 plant types

 Tray stord in fridge (EB and Elsanta)
o Trayfield: July-Nov

 fresh plug without cold storage (EB)
o Trayfield: May-Jun

• Second planting EB at 6 pl/m (can be higher up to 10 pl/m)
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Alternative EB completion

Karima
• Highest production

 Tray EB and Tray EB + Tray EB
• Best grading result

 Tray EB + Plug EB and Tray EB + Tray EB

KarimaKg/pl

2,67Tray EB

1,55+0,71TrayEB + PlugEB

1,55+1,04TrayEB + TrayEB

1,76+0,31TrayEB + Elsanta

Alternative unlighted completion with everbearers (EB)

Alternative unlighted completion with everbearers (EB)

• Turn-over better in 2023 for 1 EB planting in glasshouse
 Grading in autumn is worse than with a second planting
 Costs of new planting are high
 Prices 2023: Aug+Nov (EB) better then Sep+Oct (Elsanta)

TrayEB+ElsantaTrayEB+TrayEBTrayEB+PlugEBTrayEBParameter 

44,9748,0742,3448,10Turn-over (€/m²)

3,593,503,533,40Mid price (€/kg)

7,645,833,982,92Plant cost (€/m²)

14,7015,3913,6416,97Cost labour (€/m²)

1,751,751,750,88Substrate cost (€/m²)

2,923,773,771,88Cost biology IPM (€/m²)

17,9521,3319,2125,45Remaining turn-over (€/m²)

Murano and Florice: completion glasshouse

• Highest production: Tray EB and Tray EB + Tray EB
• Best grading result: Tray EB + Plug EB and Tray EB + Tray EB

• Murano plug is poor: plant loss due to P. cactorum

FloriceMuranoKg/pl

2,242,35Tray EB

1,23+0,741,20+0.50TrayEB + PlugEB

1,23+0,901,20+0.89TrayEB + TrayEB

1,39+0,311,42+0.31TrayEB + Elsanta
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Murano: completion glasshouse Florice: completion glasshouse

Thanks for your attention

Peter Melis
Research strawberry

peter.melis@proefcentrum.be

Proefcentrum Hoogstraten
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